VINTAGE DECEMBER

VoL. 36, No. 12 2008
CONTENTS
2 News

6 VAA Volunteers
make it happen at EAA AirVenture 2008
by H.G. Frautschy

14 The Thunderbird

by James E. Dunavent

18 Dennis Trone’s Thunderbird
by H.G. Frautschy

22 Light Plane Heritage
The Messerschmitt M.17
by Jack McRae

24 The Vintage Mechanic
Precover Inspections
by Robert G. Lock

30 The Vintage Instructor
Sometimes you've got to push . . .

by Doug Stewart . - S T A F F

32 Mystery Plane EAA Publi;};ae;A bt ;"/;)m Poberezny
by H.G. Frautschy irector o ublications  Mary Jones

Executive Director/Editor H.G. Frautschy
Production/Special Project ~ Kathleen Witman

36 Calendar News Editor Ric Reynolds
Photography Jim Koepnick
: Bonnie Kratz
37 Classified Ads Advertising Coordinator Sue Anderson
Classified Ad Coordinator Lesley Poberezny
Copy Editor Colleen Walsh
Director of Advertising Katrina Bradshaw

Display Advertising Representatives:
U.S. Eastern Time Zone-Northeast: Ken Ross
Specialized Publications Co.

609-822-3750 Fax: 609-957-5650
krd0@comcast.net

U.S. Eastern Time Zone-Southeast: Chester Baumgartner
Specialized Publications Co.

V R 727-532-4640 Fax: 727-532-4630
cbaum111@mindspring.com

FRONT COVER: One of the rarest Golden Age biplanes still flying, this is the Thunderbird W-14,  U-S- Central Time Zone: Gary Worden
Specialized Publications Co.

Now part of the Eagles Mere Museum collection on Merritt Field (4PN7), it is being flown in 800-444-9932 Fax: 816-741-6458
gary.worden@spc-mag.com

these photographs by its previous owner, Dennis Trone, who passed away this year. See the ar- U.S. Mountain and Pacific Time Zones: John Gibson

ticle and sidebar starting on page 14. VAA photo by H.G. Frautschy. Specialized Publications Co.

916-784-9593 Fax: 510-217-3796
BACK COVER: Without them, EAA AirVenture just doesn’t happen! A large contingent of the VAA johngibsan@xpc—rz;(gmm

volunteer corps gathers for a photo near the Operations Center during EAA AirVenture 2008. VAA  Europe: Willi Tacke

Phone: +49(0)1716980871 Fax: +49(0)8841 / 496012
photo by Steve Moyer. willi@flying-pages.com

VINTAGE AIRPLANE 1



